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Today, at least 700 000 people globally die each year in drug
resistant infections. Unless global action is taken, this figure
is predicted to rise to 10 million deaths by 2050 and cause
a USD 100 trillion cumulative loss in global GDP. To put the
figure in context, there are currently 8.2 million deaths a year
from cancer.
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”Bacteria’s ability to withstand antibiotics has grown
dramatically in recent decades, and has caused several
million deaths from infections that we have previously been
able to cure. The problem is greatest in low- and middle
income countries. In these countries, every three minutes a
newborn child dies from infection, because the antibiotics
available have not worked”, says Otto Cars, Senior Professor
of Infectious Diseases at Uppsala University and an expert in
the UN’s group on antimicrobial resistance.

Hand to Ha

Afghanistan. Today, water and sanitation are considered two
distinct human rights with equal status. This is not the reality
for the 700 million people living in urban areas without toilet.

Limiting resistance with hand hygiene
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In order to preserve the life-saving antibiotics for current
and future generations, we need to take immediate action
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In Afghanistan, four boys stand in what appears to be a
trench. They fill their buckets – one after another – with
muddy brown water.
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“I almost lost my life to Staphylococcus bacteria when I lived in New York, and the only reason I’m standing
here today is because I was given penicillin. To me, this thing about multi-resistant bacteria is important on
so many levels.”
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More than 70% of bacteria causing healthcare-associated infections are resistant to at least one of
the drugs most commonly used to treat them. 14

Water & Sanitation: Luxury or a human right?
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